
Common’s Cribs
Urban Ragworts & Groundsels

A quick guide to the ragworts and groundsels you’re most likely to spot in urban habitats across the North East



About 
Common’s 
Cribs

The Boring Bit
These cribs are a personal project of James Common 
(commonbynature.com). They are made available free and licensed under a 
CC-BY-NC license. Please share them, adapt them and an importantly, use 
them, but do credit where appropriate. All images used within these 
documents are available under creative commons.

A few things to remember:

• These cribs focus on the species you’re most likely to encounter. They 
are not exhaustive.

• They center on the species most likely to be seen (or turn up in) North 
East England.

• Mistakes happen. The author, just any botanist, is still learning. If you 
spot something, please get in touch at jamesmcommon@gmail.com.

Feedback, discussion and ideas are welcome at the above email address. If 
you’ve enjoyed using these, I’d love to know.

https://commonbynature.com/


✓ Smaller than 99% of the 

ragworts you’ll encounter

✓ Stem often (not always) 

purple in colour

✓ Flowerheads tiny and 

often with no visible rays 

(petals)

✓ All bracts black-tipped

✓ Leaves green, shiny and 

lobed. Never sticky.

✓ Found in gardens, 

pavements and on 

disturbed ground

Common 
Groundsel
Senecio vulgaris

So, your plant has rays? If small and sticky, try 
Sticky Groundsel. If large, try Common Ragwort
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✓ Comparable in size to Common 

Groundsel

✓ Completely covered in sticky, 

glandular hairs giving a grey 

appearance

✓ Flowers small (6-10mm) but rays 

present (and often rolled back)

✓ No black bracts 

✓ Found on wasteland and disturbed 

ground, roadsides and stony places

Sticky 
Groundsel
Senecio viscosus

Not sticky but small and has rays? 
Google Rayed Groundsel (Senecio 
vulgaris forma. Radiatus)
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✓ Usually a big, robust plant

✓ Lots of ‘daisy-like’ yellow 
flowers displayed in a 
dense flowerhead

✓ Leaves lobed, green  with 
some hairs but not
downy/hoary

✓ Bracts at base of 
flowerhead not black-
tipped

✓ Usually found in grassy, 
unkempt places

Are the leaves green and downy? What about Hoary 
Ragwort?

Are black bracts present under flower? See Oxford 
Ragwort?

Are the leaves white and wooly? How about Silver 
Ragwort?

Common 
Ragwort
Jacobaea vulgaris
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✓ Like Common Ragwort but 

leaves downy/hoary, 

especially underneath

✓ Margins of leaves rolled 

down slightly

✓ Flowers paler yellow and 

fewer in number than 

Common Ragwort

✓ Bracts without any black 

tips (mostly)

✓ Found in grassy places, 

wasteland and on verges. 

Likes chalky soils.

Hoary 
Ragwort 
Jacobaea erucifolia

Not convinced? Remember, Common 
Ragwort can be a hairy too. 
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✓ Leaves conspicuously 

white and wooly; though 

variable due to different 

cultivars

✓ Leaves felted beneath

✓ Stems ghostly white too

✓ Flowers yellow and 

generally fewer in number 

than Common Ragwort

✓ Escape from cultivation. 

Roadsides, waste ground 

and coastal areas

Silver 
Ragwort 
Jacobaea maritima

You’re unlikely to confuse this one with any 
other ragwort. However, Hoary Ragwort can 
occasionally be extra hoary…



✓ Black bracts at base of 

flowerhead

✓ Leaves deeply divided, 

almost to the mid-rib but

not grass-like and linear.

✓ Flowers in looser clusters 

than Common Ragwort 

and fewer in number

✓ Plant often well-branched 

✓ Most likely to be found in 

stonework, pavements or 

on wasteground

Oxford 
Ragwort 
Senecio squalidus

Black bracts present but leaves grass-like? 
See Narrow-leaved Ragwort.

© Rutger Barendse © Rutger Barendse



✓ Has black bracts where 

the flowerhead meets the 

stem, just like Oxford 

Ragwort.

✓ Stem highly branched

✓ Grass-like, linear leaves 

less than 5mm wide

✓ Introduced. Roads, railway 

lines, pavements and 

wasteland.

Narrow-leaved 
Ragwort 
Senecio inaequidens

Not this either? Perhaps you have something 
else entirely…
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If your plant has large, bright 

yellow flowers and was found 

on boggy or marshy ground, 

look up Marsh Ragwort.

If your plant looks more like a 

groundsel but doesn’t quite fit 

the other two, check out Heath 

Groundsel.

Both are species typical of more 

natural habitats but can crop up 

in towns and cities from time to 

time.

Heath Groundsel

Senecio sylvaticus
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Haven’t found 
what you’re 
looking for?

Marsh Ragwort

Jacobaea aquatica
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