
Common’s Cribs
Urban Dead-nettles
A guide to the dead-nettles you’re most likely to spot in urban habitats across the North East (and a few rarer ones too)



About 
Common’s 
Cribs

The Boring Bit
These cribs are a personal project of James Common 
(commonbynature.com). They are made available free and licensed under a 
CC-BY-NC license. Please share them, adapt them and an importantly, use 
them, but do credit where appropriate. All images used within these 
documents are available under creative commons.

A few things to remember:

• These cribs focus on the species you’re most likely to encounter. They 
are not exhaustive.

• They center on the species most likely to be seen (or turn up in) North 
East England.

• Mistakes happen. The author, just any botanist, is still learning. If you 
spot something, please get in touch at jamesmcommon@gmail.com.

Feedback, discussion and ideas are welcome at the above email address. If 
you’ve enjoyed using these, I’d love to know.

https://commonbynature.com/


✓ Large, white, hooded 

flowers

✓ Upper lip of the flower 

very hairy

✓ Leaves oval, toothed and 

with stalks

✓ Doesn’t sting (give it a 

poke, go on)

✓ Forms dense patches in 

grassland, on verges and 

ruderal (weedy) areas

White 
Dead-nettle
Lamium album

Red flowers? Try Red Dead-nettle. Yellow 
flowers? Try Garden Yellow Archangel
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Common



✓ Usually, a fairly small plant

✓ Leaves oval and shallowly 

toothed. Teeth blunt. 

Sometimes tinged purple 

✓ Flowers pink-purple with a 

straight corolla tube (the 

long bit behind the flower)

✓ Stems square

✓ Smells a bit musty if 

smushed

✓ Likes disturbed ground 

(often in flowerbeds)

Red Dead-
nettle
Lamium purpureum

Leaves deeply serrated? Try Cut-leaved 
Dead-nettle. Leaves round instead of 
pointed? Try Henbit Dead-nettle. With a pale 
splodge? Go to Spotted Dead-nettle.
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Common



✓ Like Red Dead-nettle

✓ Leaves serrated/deeply 

toothed. Teeth pointed

✓ Bracts like small versions 

of the leaves

✓ Corolla tube without hairs 

or with only a faint ring at 

the base

✓ Arable, disturbed and 

cultivated land.

Cut-leaved
Dead-nettle
Lamium hybridum

Some examples of Red Dead-nettle can be 
more toothed than others. 
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Rare



✓ Stem hardly branched 

giving it a vining 

appearance

✓ Leaves rounded and 

bluntly toothed

✓ Lower leaves stalked, 

upper ones clasping stem

✓ Flowers pink-purple with a 

long, straight corolla tube

✓ Arable land, pavement and 

wasteground

Hen-bit
Dead-nettle
Lamium amplexicaule

Little else has those rounded leaves. 
Especially if the upper ones clasp the stem…

© Ed Stikvoort© Ed Stikvoort

Occasional



✓ Leaves triangular and 

coarsely toothed

✓ Common form with a 

central area of variegation

✓ Flowers pink-purple and 

usually larger than Red 

Dead-nettle

✓ Unlike other pink-flowered 

species, corolla tube 

curved

✓ Uncommon. Escape from 

flowerbeds

Spotted 
Dead-nettle
Lamium maculatum

Some forms such as ‘White Nancy’ or 
‘Beacon Silver’ can have almost entirely 
silver leaves…
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Rare



✓ Silver variegation on leaves

✓ Bright yellow flowers with 

occasional brown markings

✓ Lower leaves stalked, upper 

ones not (clasping)

✓ Rampant invader forming dense 

carpets in woodland & on verges

Garden Yellow 
Archangel
Lamium galeobdolon subsp. 
argentatum

Yellow flowers but no variegation on the 
leaves? You might just have Lamiastrum
galeobdolon subsp. montanum
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Occasional



✓ Basically identical to Garden 

Yellow Archangel but without the 

silver markings on the leaves

✓ A rare plant of woodland but 

might crop up in relic habitats 

within urban settings or as an 

escape from plant collectors!

✓ Included purely for reference

Yellow 
Archangel
Lamium galeobdolon subsp. 
montanum

Remember, you are far more likely to have 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. argentatum
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Very rare



If your plant has jagged leaves, 

spreading lobes and doesn’t 

smell musty, it might be 

Northern Dead-nettle, but this is 

very rare outside of Scotland.

If your plant is a great big thing 

with nettle-like leaves and large 

red flowers it could be Balm-

leaved Dead-nettle. This is 

common in gardens but rarely 

escapes.

Both are unlikely but stranger 

things have happened!

Northern Dead-nettle

Lamium confertum
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Haven’t found 
what you’re 
looking for?

Balm-leaved Dead-nettle

Lamium orvala


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

